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2012 BY THE NUMBERS

176,813
people visited our website at www.nkcf.org.

1,300
people called NKCF’s toll-free “warm line.”

2,700
people participated in the KC-Link

online support group.

4,000
people participated in the NKCF Forum

online bulletin board.

5,000
KC and corneal transplant booklets were sent out.

13,500
people received monthly NKCF E-Updates.
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In addition to funding groundbreaking research
(please see p. 4), you helped The Discovery Eye

Foundation (DEF) provide life-altering information
about eye disease to people around the world. 

DEF supports two education and outreach programs:
the Macular Degeneration Partnership (MDP) and
the National Keratoconus Foundation (NKCF). Your
generosity touched a record number of people in
2012. We thought you’d like to see just how many you
reached — in so many ways.
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67,721
people visited our website at www.discoveryeye.org.

28,437
people received our quarterly e-newsletter.

523
people liked us on Facebook.

19,059
people viewed our presentations on YouTube.

AMD.org

144,928
people visited our website at www.amd.org. 

Visitors came from 183 countries.

27,242
people accessed www.amd.org via mobile device.

5,305
people subscribed to the monthly AMD Update.

39
presentations about AMD were made

in Southern California.

2,389
AMD tool kits were sent out.

500
people liked us on Facebook.



DEF 2012
DISBURSEMENTS
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DEF supports sight-saving research in two ways: by
providing seed funding for new projects and bridge

funding for existing projects.
• Seed funding is for new, innovative pilot projects that

show promise and have high potential to receive long-
term government or private funding. 

• Bridge funding allows research to proceed and not
be interrupted while the researchers apply to re-fund
the project. 

Two DEF-supported projects that showed progress in 2012
have applications for Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) and age-
related macular degeneration (AMD).

A team led by DEF-supported researcher Dr. Henry Klassen
has been conducting pre-clinical work and preparing an
FDA application for human clinical trials on a project called
“Retinal Progenital Cells for Treatment of Retinitis Pig-
mentosa.” Clinical trials could begin as soon as 2014. The
project also shows hope for those with AMD, and clinical
trials could be under way for a treatment for AMD within the
next two years. This project continues to move forward and
provide hope for both RP and AMD patients, thanks, in part,
to a 2012 grant from California Institute for Regenerative
Medicine (CIRM) for $17.3 million. If not for initial funding
and ongoing support from DEF, however, this project might
never have progressed or been eligible for the CIRM grant. 

DEF Research Director Dr. Cristina Kenney has been
investigating the incidence of AMD in Ashkenazi Jews. She
has been studying the genetics of patients with AMD for
many years. Using molecular genetics techniques, Kenney
found that in families with AMD, more than 70 percent of
the study patients had mitochondrial genetic markers iden-
tifying them as having Ashkenazi Jewish heritage. She
also found Ashkenazi Jewish families are more than twice
as likely to develop the severe form of AMD. Kenney’s goal
is to find a therapy to retard or prevent susceptible people
from developing vision loss associated with AMD.

DEF-SUPPORTED RESEARCH INCOME & DISBURSEMENTS

DEF 2012
INCOME

FUNDRAISING
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MDP
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66% OPERATING

13%

GRANTS
6%

CORPORATIONS
37%

OTHER
1%

INDIVIDUALS
9%

INVESTMENTS
38%

BOARD
9%



THE DISCOVERY EYE FOUNDATION 76 2012 ANNUAL REPORT

For the year ended December 31, 2012
With comparative totals for the year ended
December 31, 2011

                                                                                       Temporarily
                                                             Unrestricted       Restricted             2012                  2011

REVENUE AND SUPPORT

Contributions                                       $ 651,324          $ 477,282      $ 1,128,606          $ 961,082

Gain on investments                               402,680                                      402,680             232,653

Interest and dividends                            180,013                                      180,013             188,511

Miscellaneous income                              11,208                                        11,208                 4,523

Special event: net of expenses of $34,157          9,564                                          9,564               25,922

Net assets released from program

restrictions                                        1,065,578        (1,065,578)                        -                         -

Total revenue and support                   2,320,367           (588,296)          1,732,071          1,412,691

EXPENSES

Program services                                 1,733,158                                   1,733,158             973,835

Management and general                       282,703                                      282,703             168,949

Fund development                                  121,011                                      121,011             195,331

Total expenses                                     2,136,872                         -          2,136,872          1,338,115

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS                       183,495           (588,296)          (404,801)               74,576

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR    5,543,117          1,856,741         7,399,858          7,325,282

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR            $ 5,726,612       $ 1,268,445      $ 6,995,057       $ 7,399,858

THE DISCOVERY EYE FOUNDATION STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
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VISIONARIES
$50,000 and more
Estate of Mary Louise 

Catalano
Genentech, Inc.
Estate of Adele Selldorf

LEADERS
$20,000–$49,999
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Arnstein
The Alice & Julius Kantor 

Charitable Trust
Marjorie Oswald
The Schoellerman

Foundation
The Skirball Foundation

PATRONS
$10,000–$19,999
Antonini Family Foundation
Max Factor Family Foundation
Virginia Friedhofer Charitable

Trust
Estate of Alvin Goldstein
Charlotte Hathaway Charitable

Trust
M. Cristina Kenney, MD, PhD & 

Anthony B. Nesburn, MD 
Carolyn Kleefeld
Bill & Bonny Levine Foundation
The Nesburn Family 

Foundation
Pacific Life Foundation
David Silverstein
Lon V. Smith Foundation
Thatcher Foundation
University of California, Irvine
Stanley Zax

PHILANTHROPISTS
$5,000–$9,999
The Academy of Motion

Picture Arts & Sciences
The Ahmanson Foundation
The Allergan Foundation
John & Hilda Arnold 

Foundation
Jerome Blank, Blank Family 

Foundation
The Iris & B. Gerald Cantor 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Einstein
Feinberg Family Foundation
Frances Hirsh
David Hockney
Cynthia Hume
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. David Kelton
Dr. & Mrs. Allen A. Posner
Sondra Press
Regeneron
Walter Stearns
Frederick Weisman 

Philanthropic Program
The David and Sylvia Weisz 

Family Foundation

AMBASSADORS
$2,500–$4,999
Dr. & Mrs. David Boyer
Contamac US
Mr. & Mrs. Davis Factor Jr.
Caroline Hamlin
Arthur Hiller
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Kadish
Mr. & Mrs. George Kriste
Sara Wigh McManis
Gertrude B. Nielsen Charitable

Trust
Laura Ornest
Dr. & Mrs. Jon Pynoos
Virginia Sandler
Varooge Yerganian

This Honor Roll of Donors
includes gifts of $500 or
more from Jan. 1–Dec. 31,
2012. We sincerely apologize
for any inaccuracies that
may have occurred. If you
find any errors or omissions,
please contact us.

DEF 2012 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
PARTNERS
$1,000–$2,499
Allergan
Samuel Amukele
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Beckert
Mr. & Mrs. David Berger
Mr. & Mrs. William Boley
Marion Bongiovanni
Jerry Bruckheimer
California Community Foundation
David Clark
Dorothy Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. Doug DeYoung
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Earn
Employees Comm. Fund of 

the Boeing Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Morton Firestone
Jeff Fishman & Mordechai 

Fishman
Joe Floyd, Floyd Construction
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Gelfand
Jason Hoover
Claire Ingersoll
Louis Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Kent
The Kleiner Cohen Foundation
Sally Kurtzman
William LeVine
Lions Club of Santa Monica, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Ezra Maguen
Joan Meixner
Beatrice Milstein
Pravin & Sudha Mody
Mitesh Patel
Peters Family Art Foundation
Timothy Phelps
The Charles L. Read Foundation
Randy Reinke
Dr. & Mrs. James Salz
Science Based Health
Gerry Sinclair
Pauline Smith
Victor Snider
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Susman
Transitions Optical, Inc.
The Carl E. Wynn Foundation

ASSOCIATES
$500–$999
Daniel Abdelahad
Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Bresler
Lisa Colao
Sheetal & Bhavesh Desai
Aaron Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Ganis
Rowena Gerhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Glenn
Beverly Goldner
Judith Gonda & Victor Regnier
Jean Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Johnson
Barry Lacy
Helyne Loukides
Jennifer Maassen
John Maisch
Deborah McNaughton
Will Mertol
William Murray
Michael Nancollas
Laurie Norris
Nvision
Ashish Patel
Rick Powell
Jeffrey Quinn
Lettice L. Rhodes
Carol Rieske
Roy Rubinfeld, MD
Janet Salter
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Seidel
Loretta Shine
Patricia Simon
Streisand Foundation
Tampa Bay Pulmonary Assoc.
Sherwyn Turbow
Yvonne Vasicek
Merle White
Maria Jose Wright
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Executive Committee

Chair
Jack L. Schoellerman 

President/Medical Director
Anthony B. Nesburn, MD, FACS

Vice Presidents
Mario Antonini

Iris Cantor
Jon Pynoos, PhD

Treasurer
Joan Seidel

Secretary
Madeline Einstein

Research Director
M. Cristina Kenney, MD, PhD

David S. Boyer, MD

Cassie DeYoung

Cliff Einstein

Ryan Fisher

James E. Hart

Roni Cohen Leiderman, PhD

Rita J. Pynoos

James J. Salz, MD

Wendy J. Seretan

Dr. Allen Posner

Sylvia Weisz

A Donor Bill of Rights
PHILANTHROPY is based on voluntary action for the 

common good. It is a tradition of giving and sharing that is
primary to the quality of life. To assure that philanthropy
merits the respect and trust of the general public, and that

donors and prospective donors can have full confidence in the
not-for-profit organizations and causes they are asked to 

support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

I.
To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the

organization intends to use donated resources and of its 
capacity to use donations effectively for their intended purposes.

II.
To be informed of the identity of those serving on the 

organization’s governing board and to expect the board to
exercise prudent judgement in its stewardship responsibilities.

III.
To have access to the organization’s most recent

financial statements.

IV.
To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes

for which they were given.

V.
To receive appropriate acknowledgement and recognition.

VI.
To be assured that information about their donations

is handled with respect and with confidentiality
to the extent provided by law.

VII.
To expect that all relationships with individuals

representing organizations of interest to the donor
will be professional in nature.

VIII.
To be informed whether those seeking donations are

volunteers, employees of the organization or hired solicitors.

IX.
To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from

mailing lists that an organization may intend to share.

X.
To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and

to receive prompt, truthful and forthright answers.

DEVELOPED BY
Association of Fundraising 

Professionals (AFP), Association
for Healthcare Philanthropy

(AHP), Council for Advance-
ment and Support of Education
(CASE), Giving Institute: Lead-
ing Consultants to Non-Profits

ENDORSED BY
in formation: Independent 

Sector, National Catholic Devel-
opment Conference (NCDC),

National Committee on Planned
Giving (NCPG), Council for

Resource Development (CRD),
United Way of America

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LIFETIME TRUSTEES



6222 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 260
Los Angeles, CA 90048
phone: (310) 623-4466

fax: (310) 623-1837
e-mail: contactus@discoveryeye.org
www.discoveryeye.org

The Discovery Eye Foundation

supports research, education

and advocacy related to

sight-threatening eye diseases

and their treatments,

improving the quality of life

for patients and their families.
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