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Jack L. Schoellerman, president

AMD.org

ur two outreach programs, the
National Keratoconus Foundation and
the Macular Degeneration Partner-
ship, do an impressive job of promot-
ing the awareness and understanding
of keratoconus (KC) and age-related
macular degeneration (AMD), and we
at The Discovery Eye Foundation take
our charge of educating the public,
patients, families and care-providers
very seriously. 

To that end, we launched our first Los
Angeles Vision Symposium in October
2009, and we welcomed hundreds of
attendees for a full day of learning from
and with the world’s top physicians and
scientists on topics including genetic

and stem-cell research; treatment for
macular degeneration, KC and glau-
coma; clinical research and trials; living
with eye disease; and nutrition. 

Research continues to be at the core of
our work. The funding we provide en-
sures the continuation of vision-saving
research on stem-cell retinal regenera-
tion, AMD, diabetic retinopathy, KC
and glaucoma. Please visit our website
for updates and information.

We are grateful to all our supporters,
especially those listed in this report,
who make it possible for us to continue
our work to change the lives of those
affected by eye disease.

Anthony B. Nesburn, MD, FACS

he DEF community is growing.
Thanks to our outreach efforts and our
research partnerships, The Discovery
Eye Foundation is reaching more pa-
tients, families and care-providers every
day. Nowhere is this more evident than
in our online initiatives.

Our three dynamic websites (www.
discoveryeye.org, www.nkcf.org and
www.amd.org) include treasure troves
of information, from general disease
facts to research updates to eye-
healthy recipes. They also offer geo-
graphically dispersed people the
opportunity to join our community,
through programs such as KC-Link,
AMD Updates and others. We hear

from patients around the world who
gain immeasurable value from these
sites and forums. I am always gratified
when I read their patient profiles in our
newsletters and on our sites.

This coming year, we are reaching out
even farther, establishing an expanding
presence on social-media websites
such as Facebook and YouTube. 

Our community is growing. We are no
longer limited by geography. Our only
limit is in our funding. The more finan-
cial resources we have, the more lives
we can change. 

Thank you for your continued support.

O

n 2009, NKCF continued to provide
information and support to patients
and families in the keratoconus com-
munity. Our free services include web-
site access, informational materials (in
English and Spanish), an e-mail-based
support group, newsletters, local sem-
inars and a toll-free phone line dedi-
cated to answering patient questions.  

Our updated website, www.nkcf.org,
offers immediate information about KC
treatment and current research to ker-
atoconus patients worldwide. It gives
them the opportunity to ask questions,
request information, and sign up for our
website forum, our e-mail–based KC-
Link and NKCF monthly E-Updates. 

To promote awareness among profes-
sionals, NKCF participated in the
Global Specialty Lens Symposium, an
international conference on diagnostic
tools and treatments for KC. NKCF
again hosted the Annual Keratoconus
Roundtable at The Association for Re-
search in Vision and Ophthalmology
(ARVO) meeting.

The NKCF programs serve thousands
of people and are unique, providing
literature and support services to kera-
toconus patients and doctors world-
wide. We look forward to continuing to
help those with KC learn about and
cope with vision issues that affect
every aspect of their lives.

Catherine Warren, executive director

very day, the Macular Degeneration
Partnership (MDP) helps patients and
families deal with the impact of AMD. In
person, and via phone and e-mail, we
offer critical information and support, as
well as referrals to low-vision resources
and clinical trials. More than 70,000
people visited www.amd.org in 2009.

This past year, MDP again played a
major role at the AARP Life@50+ Annual
Event and Expo. Everybody Loves Ray-
mond’s Doris Roberts entertained more
than 1,500 people at the Vision Pavilion,
and MDP educated thousands more. 

We worked on the executive commit-
tee of AMD Alliance International and

collaborated with other AMD organiza-
tions worldwide. During AMD Week
2009, an e-mail campaign reached
more than 500,000 people with infor-
mation on detecting the early warning
signs of macular degeneration.

Locally, we partnered with Braille Insti-
tute, bringing information to dozens of
senior centers and retirement commu-
nities, doubling our presentations in this
program. The California Women’s Con-
ference and local AARP fairs brought us
in touch with thousands more.

The new decade brings new hope for
those with AMD. The Macular Degener-
ation Partnership will help lead the way. 

Judi Delgado, executive director
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For the year ended December 31, 2009
With comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 2008

Temporarily
Unrestricted Restricted 2009 2008

REVENUE AND SUPPORT

Contributions $ 170,616 $ 1,772,317 $ 1,942,933 $ 3,401,479

Gain (loss) on investments 428,190 428,190 (1,693,845)

Interest and dividends 203,419 203,419 341,791

Miscellaneous income 2,772 2,772 69,469

Amortization of discount on pledges 3,696 3,696 (8,799)

(Loss) on disposal of property and
equipment (10,973)

Net assets released from program
restrictions 2,122,011 (2,122,011)

Total revenue and support 2,927,008 (345,998) 2,581,010 2,099,122

EXPENSES

Program services 2,640,181 2,640,181 2,519,215

Management and general 644,197 644,197 760,519

Fund development 343,586 343,586 428,420

Total expenses 3,627,964 3,627,964 3,708,154

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (700,956) (345,998) (1,046,954) (1,609,032)

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 3,927,091 4,689,248 8,616,339 10,225,371

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $ 3,226,135 $ 4,343,250 $ 7,569,385 $ 8,616,339

THE DISCOVERY EYE FOUNDATION
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

2009 GRANTS
FUNDED BY DEF

DEF 2009 INCOME DEF 2009 DISBURSEMENTS

Project Amount Researcher Affiliation

Retinal Regeneration Project $543,285 Dr. Michael Young Harvard

Retinal Regeneration Project $450,000 Dr. Henry Klassen UC Irvine

Ocular Herpes Lipopeptide Vaccine to $236,498 Dr. Lbachir BenMohamed UC Irvine
Prevent Viral-Induced Keratitis

Advanced Genetic Analyses of Age-Related $163,830 Dr. M. Cristina Kenney UC Irvine
Macular Degeneration
(Focusing on Mitochondrial Genetics)

3-D Reconstruction of the Human $63,750 Dr. Donald Brown UC Irvine
Optic Nerve Head

Gap Funding for NIH Grant: Corneal HSV-1: $20,829 Dr. Steven Wechsler UC Irvine
LAT Blocks Apoptosis 
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VISIONARIES
$40,000 and more
Genentech, Inc.
The Lincy Foundation 

LEADERS
$20,000–$39,999
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Arnstein
Nesburn Family Foundation
Rita J. Pynoos
The Schoellerman Foundation
Blanche Smith Estate

PATRONS
$10,000–$19,999
Advanced Medical Optics
Allergan
Antonini Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Gelfand
Virginia Friedhofer

Charitable Trust
Bill & Bonny Levine

Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Ezra Maguen
The David and Sylvia Weisz 

Family Foundation
Stanley Zax

PHILANTHROPISTS
$5,000–$9,999
Acucela
The Ahmanson Foundation
The Allergan Foundation
Mr. Tom Arnold
The Iris & B. Gerald Cantor 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Einstein
Mrs. Dorothy Factor
Feinberg Family Foundation

Charlotte Hathaway
Charitable Trust

Mrs. Frances Hirsh
Junior Blind of America
Ms. Carolyn Kleefeld
Mr. Igor Olenicoff
Pacific Life Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Allen A. Posner
The Lon V. Smith Foundation
Thatcher Foundation
Mrs. Frederick Weisman

AMBASSADORS
$2,500–$4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Davis Factor
The Rosalinde & Arthur 

Gilbert Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Guilford Glazer
David Hockney
Jane Krask
Gertrude B. Nielsen

Charitable Trust
Sondra Press
Dr. & Mrs. Jon Pynoos
Science Based Health
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Smooke

PARTNERS
$1,000–$2,499
Dr. Paul Blaze
Mr. & Mrs. William Boley
Boston Foundation for Sight
Dr. & Mrs. David Boyer
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Bruckheimer
Juliann Burnell
Judy Carroll
David Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. David Dortort
Employees Comm. Fund

of the Boeing Co.

Ralph Fields
Kenneth Glenn Family

Foundation
Lauren Hauptman
Journal of Review of

Ophthalmology
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Kozloff
Mr. & Mrs. George Kriste
Dr. David Kurti
Marcia Lilling
Douglas Lonstein
Helyne Loukides
Luke 12:48 Foundation
Sara Wigh McManis
Joan Meixner
NeoMedix
Olenicoff Memorial Foundation
James Openshaw
Pfizer United Way Campaign
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Ritchie
Dr. & Mrs. James Salz
Virginia Sandler
Edith Schreiner
Gerry Sinclair
Victor Snider
SynergEyes, Inc.
Wadsworth Golf

Construction Co.
Westinghouse Lighting
Leo Ziffren
Lester Ziffren

ASSOCIATES
$500–$999
Jack Arian
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Blankstein
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Burman

S. Barry Eiden
Joe Floyd
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Freedman
The Friars Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Ganis
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Glick
Beverly Goldner
Judith Gonda
Andrea Green
Claire Ingersoll
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Johnson
Johnson & Johnson Family
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Kadish
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Kent
Richard Kratz
Sally Kurtzman
Mimi Lee
Roni Leiderman, PhD
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Levin
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Levine
J. Lampert Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Massman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Miller
Ms. Jeannie Mills
Laurance Nagin
Michael Nancollas
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Nathanson
Dr. Kristin Nesburn
Murray Pepper
Rick Powell
Jeffrey Quinn
Dr. & Mrs. Warren Richards
Joann Seuser
Pauline Smith
Irene Smolicz
Jennifer Teschke
Sherwyn Turbow

A Donor Bill of Rights
PHILANTHROPY is based on voluntary action for the common good.

It is a tradition of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of life.
To assure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general public,

and that donors and prospective donors can have full confidence in
the not-for-profit organizations and causes they are asked to support,

we declare that all donors have these rights:

Executive Committee

President
Jack L. Schoellerman 

Vice President
Iris Cantor

Vice President
Jon Pynoos, PhD

Vice President 
Mario Antonini 

Treasurer
Joan Seidel

Secretary
Madeline Einstein

Assistant Secretary
M. Cristina Kenney, MD, PhD

Medical Director
Anthony B. Nesburn, MD, FACS

David S. Boyer, MD

Judy Carroll

Cassie De Young

Cliff Einstein 

Beverly Gelfand

Arnold W. Klein, MD

Roni Cohen Leiderman, PhD

John Parrish

Rita J. Pynoos 

James J. Salz, MD

Barry Smooke

Sylvia Weisz

I.
To be informed of the organization’s mission,

of the way the organization intends to use donated resources
and of its capacity to use donations effectively for their intended purposes.

II.
To be informed of the identity of those serving

on the organization’s governing board and to expect the board
to exercise prudent judgement in its stewardship responsibilities.

III.
To have access to the organization’s most recent financial statements.

IV.
To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes

for which they were given.

V.
To receive appropriate acknowledgement and recognition.

VI.
To be assured that information about their donations is handled with respect

and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law.

VII.
To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations

of interest to the donor will be professional in nature.

VIII.
To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers,

employees of the organization or hired solicitors.

IX.
To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from

mailing lists that an organization may intend to share.

X.
To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and

to receive prompt, truthful and forthright answers.

DEVELOPED BY
Association of Fundraising Professionals

(AFP), Association for Healthcare Philan-
thropy (AHP), Council for Advance-

ment and Support of Education (CASE),
Giving Institute: Leading Consultants

to Non-Profits

ENDORSED BY
in formation: Independent Sector,
National Catholic Development
Conference (NCDC), National

Committee on Planned Giving (NCPG),
Council for Resource Development

(CRD), United Way of America

THE DEF
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

HONOR ROLL OF
DONORS

This Honor Roll of Donors includes gifts of $500 or more from Jan. 1–
Dec. 31, 2009. We sincerely apologize for any inaccuracies that may
have occurred. If you find any errors or omissions, please contact us.



THE DISCOVERY EYE FOUNDATION
6222 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 260

Los Angeles, CA 90048

phone: (310) 623-4466 fax: (310) 623-1837

e-mail: contactus@discoveryeye.org

www.discoveryeye.org

The Discovery Eye Foundation

supports research, education

and advocacy related to

sight-threatening eye diseases

and their treatments,

improving the quality of life

for patients and their families.




